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HERE are none at this time, except ſuch as 
are wilfully ignorant, but are convinced what 
danger our eſtabliſhed Religion and Govern- 


ment have of late been, and ſtill are in, from our Popiſh 


adverſaries. 

It is well known what theſe men have deſigned againſt 
us, and how near ſome of their deſigns were brought ro- 
ward execution, v7F. to aſlaſſinate our Sovereign, to 
ſubvert our Religion, to introduce the Popes monſtrous 
tyranny and uſurpation, and probably to maſſacre all 
ſuch as were likely torefiſt them or oppoſe their deſigns. 
And though hitherto God hath graciouſly d:ſappointed 
them; yet in all likelihood their Hopes are ſtill great, 
and their deſigns proportionable. It 1s true, God hath 
hitherto defeated their conſpiracies, and caught them in 
the net which they have laid for others. This, as it 
ſhould encourage our hope and dependance on the Al- 
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mighty, ſo ſhould it excite our care to beever under his 
protection, and by this to endeavour the continuance of 
the peace and happineſs of this Kingdom. All that lies 
in the power of private perſons ( to whom this diſcourſe 
is addreſſed ) to effe&t this, is, to preſent their Prayers 
to God for his Bleſſing on this Nation, and to be ſuch as 
God may hear their Prayers. Let us therefore earneſtly 
petition him, who is the giver of mercies and ſafeguard 
of Nations, to continue his goodnels to us in preſerving 
our Sovereign, influencing and directing publick Coun- 
cils, and infatuating the deſigns of ſuch who ſeek our 
ſubverſion. But withal, when we know, that ifwe re- 
gard iniquity in our hearts the Lord will not hear our pray- 
ers; thatit is in vain for us to hope for bleſſings from 
God, while we provoke this fountain of bleſſings by our 
fins ; and that we cannot with reaſon imagine that our 
Prayers (ſhould find accels to Heaven, while our iniqui: 
tics that cry to Heaven for vengeance make 4 ſeparation 
betwixt God and 1 ; Hence it- clearly appears, that, 

I. Reformation, Repentance, and turning from our evil 
ways, conjoyned with our Supplications to God, is the 
chief means of this Nations ſecurity : and that whoever 
they are, that break from their fins, and much more 
thoſe that cozwert others from the errors of their ways, are 
highly inſtrumental to promote this Kingdoms happineſs, 
Prov. 14. 34. Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sint a 
reproach to any people, To make this evident, conſider 
( 1:7) that Sin on two accounts tends to a Nations Ruine ; 
Firſt, by way of efficiency, as it makes men brutiſh and 
foolith, and unable to underſtand what is really for their 
g00d 3. asit diſpirits them, and robs them of true cou- 
rage and valour; and withal, as it renders them con- 
temptible, and hence firſt a ſcorn, and then an caſie 
rrey to their Enemies. Secondly, meritorioully, as it 
provokes 
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provokes God to inflict his Judgments, to raiſe up and 
proſper Enemies, and to defeat ſuch counſels as have a 
tendency to the Nations happineſs. Thence was it, 
that God lo ſeverely threatned the Iſraelites with calami- 
ties if they dared to provoke him by their fins, Dear. 28. 
and fo often executed thoſe threats upon their provocati- 
ONs. 

2. There are ſome fins which in a ſpecial manner God 
hath threatned to puniſh a Nation for, and that doin 
their own nature call for vezgeance: And they are ſach 
as immediately ſtrike at the Majeſty of God : For ſuch 
bold affronts challenge the Almighty, and call for ven- 
geance upon the offenders. Hence we find Idolatry, 
rejecting God and worſhipping Idols, chiefly mentioned 
as the Reaſons of the Iſrae/rres deſolation and captivity : 
Both by way ofthreatning, when their miſeries are fore- 
told by e Moſes and the Prophets ; as allo the ground of 
particular calamities and captivities, when they have 
befallen them. Thus the Reaſon of the captivity of the 
ten Tribes is aſſigned (2 Kizgs 17.) tobe their making 
molten Images, worſhipping the Hoſt of Heaven, ſerving 
Baal, making their children to paſſ through the fire, &c. 
And that for which God was chiefly angry with Judah, 
was the ſins of Manaſſeh, 2 Kings 23. 26. together with 
that mentioned 2 Chron, 36. 16. But they mocked the meſs 
ſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed his 
Prophets, until the wrath of the Lerd aroſe againſt his 
people, till there w.#s no remedy. When men come ta ſuch 
an height of impudence, as immediately to ſtrike at 
Gog and his pertections, 15 1t a wonder that this jealous 
God ſhould awake in fury and exprels his ſevere diſplca- 
ſure againſt ſuch offenders? If men willdiſown God, or 
deny his Exiſtence, or queſtion either his Power or 
Truth, and dare to icorn and vilife his Word ; is there 
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not Reaſon ſor the High and mighty One to vindicate 
his Honour, and to manifeſt himſelf a God of infinite 
Power and. Truth, by ſenſible demonſtrations of his Ma- 


jeſty, that have a tendency to awaken ſecure ſinners, 


and for ever to ſilence thoſe that dare impudently to con- 
tend with the Almighty ? 

Let us conſider, whether ſome of theſe ſins are not 
committed, ay, and with awhigh hand, and with mon- 
ſtrous impudence in this Nation. Though God is not 
rejected by mens ſetting up of falſe Gods, yet he is by 
theirdenying the Exiſtence of him that is the true God. 
Though he is not dithonoured by erection of Altarsto 
other Deities, yet is he abominably contemned by the 
profane negle& of his own Ordinances, and the vile 
{corn that is caſt upon them. Alas! what a profligate 
age do we live in, wherein ſome dare not only fay in 
their hearts, but have the confidence to utter it with 
their mouths, that there 15 no God, and others to deny 
his Providence and Superintendency over the world ? 
Nay, it preſages ill, that there are ſuch multitudes 
whoſe Actions publickly proclaim that theſe are their 
Thoughts. For who durſt protane Gods name by vain 
Oaths and Curſes, -and much more by Perjury ; who 
believes that there is a God, who will not hold theſe 
Guiltleſs ?-- Who durſt be Indifferent in Religion, or 
think themſelves unconcerned to depend on God for his 
bleſſing,..orto own his Goodneſs in ſolemn praiſes ; who 
believe that God governs the world, and that in him we 
live,- move and have our beings? And laſtly, who durſt 
contemn and vilifie ſuch whole office is to be Miniſters 
of Gods worſhip, and Paſtorsof Souls ; who believe that 
there is a God that is to be worſhipped, or that they have 
Souls that are immortal and capacitated for the enjoy- 
ment of endlets felicity ? Now whea 1t 1s too evident 

that 
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that Gods Being is queſtioned, his Providence denied, 
his name blaſphemed, his word ſcoffed at, his worthip 
neglected by ſo many, and by othersexpofed to ſcorn as 
the product of folly and Melancholy,- and laſtly, his Or- 
dinances and whatever is Sacred is contemned ; may not 
God ſay tous, as hedid to the Fews, Shall I not wiſit for 
theſe things, and ſhall not my Soul be avenged on fuch a Na- 
tion as thu? Jer. 5.9. : I might likewiſe here have 
ſhewn, how that theſe things not only merit deſtrudti- 
on, but alſo are the immediate cauſes, inlets and Inſtru- 
ments of that from which we chiefly fear our miſeries : 
I mean that lrre/igioz is the chief means to bring in Pope- 
ry. For when men are indifferent about Religion, any 
Reljgion is alike to them, fuppoling it comply with their 
corrupt inclinations and intereſts : Now 'tis likely they 
will ſooneſt chuſe that, wherein they are deluded wih 
hopes of ſinning ſecurely, and yet dying happily. 

' 3. Onething that inhances a Nations ſins and haſtens 
their ruine, is, when they are perſiſted in after Judg- 
ments that God hath uſed to reclaim them. Ir is clear 
that Incorrigiblenefs is in mens eſteem-an addition to 
other offences, and renders the perſon unworthy of pity : 
And to be ſure it is thus in Gods efteem, Amos 4. 6, to 
13. Englendscale in many reſpes runs parallel with 
that of I/7ae/, beginning at the tenth verſe. May not 
God ſay to us, 1 have ſent among you the Peſtilence after the 
manner of Egypt, when my deſtroying Angel flew ſuch 
multitudes .in Loxdop and other places of the Nation. 
Your young men have Fflain with the ſword, In the late Ci- 
vil wars gave the Sword a Commiſſion to deſtroy mul- 
titudes, when Father was againſt the Son, 'and the Son 
againſt the Father, when there were ſo great confuſtons . 
brought upon the Land, when 4 piow King was cut. oft, 


his Son exiled, the Nobles debaſed, the uſurping govern- 
ment 
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ment frequently changing, that Exg/and being emptied 
from one Veſſel to another might be purified from her 
dregs, and yet ſhe continues filrhy and impure : Beides, 
the multitudes that have more lately been {lain in wars 
with your Neighbours : Ter have you mot returned to. me 
faith the Lord, Belides this, that you might in one 
dreadful ſpectacle behold a monument of my wrath 
againſt (in, I have wrought a thing that neither you nor 
your forefathers ever beheld, nor could have expected ; 
{ have overthrown ſome of you as God overthrew Sodom and 
 Gomorrha, 1 made your City that was your pride and 
glory, a deſolation, -reduced that place to Aſhes which 
made Eyxgland admired, envicd and feared by her neigh- 
bours: And may not God add, yet have you not returned 
wnto me? 

4. Another aggravation of a Nations fins is, when 
they are committed againſt ſignal favoursz when we 
dare to offend him, while he is loading us with his Bene- 
fits. Moſes frequently mentions mercies received as a 
{trong obligation to the Iſraelites to obey him who had 
wrought ſuch great things for them. It God delivered 
them trom bondage, wrought mighty thiogs for them in 
Ezypt and at the Red Sea; 1f he provided food for ſagreat 
a multitude in a barren wilderneſs, - ated towards them 
as a nurſing Father, choſe them for his peculiar people ; 
God juſtly expects a ſtricter obedience from them for 
whoſe ſakes he had done all this. And theretore after- 
wards God on this account aggravates their ſins by his 
Prophets. As Jer. 2. 4, 5, 6. Now certainly if God 
ever dealt graciouſly towards a Nation, he hath acted 
thus tow ardsus3 and conſequently we are a vile un- 
cratetul people, if we live in Rebellion againſt him. 
Hath not God planted us in a fair place, given usa Land 
towing with milk and hony, beſtowed on us manifold 

Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings which our own Country produces, and by our 
ſhipping the Riches of other Nations ? Hath he nor be- 
ſtowed ſpiritual Bleſſings on.us i a great meaſure, that 
we have his Candleſtick'in the midſt of us, that -ween- 
joy the Goſpel lo clearly preached, that we are a Church 
ſo excellently reformed, lo as to reje the corruptions of 
Rome, and yet to retain that Government which hath 
continued fromthe poſtolick Age ?' Hath not God graci- 
oully delivereg us from the deſigns of thoſe who haveen- 
deaveured to reduce us under the Papal Tyranny; and to 
introduce their corrupt doctrines and {uperſtitious prafti- 
ces? I might mention Gods bringing to light and difap- 
pointing the Pls51aid againſt Ducen Elizabeth, andthe 
Helliſh conſpiracy'of the Powder-Traitors, and other 
merciesof ancicat date: As alſo the deliverance of us 
from ſad confuſions by the happy reſtauration of our Gra- 
cious Sovereign. But that which now chiefly challen- 
gesourobſervation, is Gods diſcovery of theabominable 
traiterous deſigns of the Papiſts 'to murder the King and 
others that ſtood in their way, and hence to ſubvert our 
Religion and Government:. And that 'God' ſhould diſco- 
ver this when it was ſo near taking -effe&. . We cannot 
but own theſe to be ſingular favours, if 'we duly: confi- 
dered them ; -and conſequently our ſelvestobe'a wretch> 
cd unworthy Nation, if notwithſtanding all theſe, we 
50 0n to provoke that God who beſtowed them on us. 
5. I might have named another. circumſtance or two 
which heighten a Nations Guilt, viz. when fin is com- 
mitted with at Hizh hand, and wickedneſs is impudent 
and bare-faced ; as alſo 'when the Guilt- is univerſal, 
when all ranks and degrees of menare degenerate. 'But 
ſeeing this excellently handled by Dr. Stilingfleer ( ina 
Faſt Sermdn on 1 Se”.12. 14, t5, ) as 'alſo 1 am not ſo 
well-able to apply this as —— from my 1gnorance o 
—_ tne 
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the ſtate ofthis Nation ; Ileave others to conſider whe- 
ther a Spirit of Irreligion and contempt of what is Sacred 
hath not overſpread the faceÞf this Land ; and.whether 
from hence many. abominable practices which former 
Ages would have bluſhed at, have not been boldly com- 
mitted among us. Lay all this' together, and we may 
conclude our Guilt is great, and our fears of Puniſhment 
too well grounded :. When our fins are great, and of 
ſuch a nature as ordinarily provoke God to plague: a Na- 
tion; when committed notwithſtanding former warn- 
ings and chaſtiſements which he hath uſed to amend 
us ; when perſiſted in notwithſtanding Gods ſignal fa- 
Fours, which he hath vouchſafed to us tolead.us to Re- 
pentance.; Sothat God may fay to us, as he did tothe 
Fews, Efay 5. 4, 5. V hat could have been done more to my 
Vineyard, that I have not doxe to it * Wherefore when I 
looked it ſhould bring forth. grapes, brought it forth wild 
$rapet? Hnad now go to ; Iwill tell, you what I will do tom 
inezard.;. | will t akg away the hedge thereof, and it ſhall fa 
eaten up © And break down the wa {ate and it ſhall be 
trodden dawn : And I will lay it waſte, Laſtly, when our 
Kingdom is ſo over[pread. with. guilt, and hardened in 
iniquity, when they have{ as1/az«h ſpeaks, Chap. 5. 3. ) 
maac their faces harder than arock, and refuſed to return ; 
may wenotexped that ſentence to follow which is de- 
nounced ver.g. Shall] not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the 
Lord: and ſhall pet my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a Nation ns 
this? © | -—_—_ 
6. Though we have juſt groudd to fear the wrath of 
God, if we perſiſt in our Rebellion againſt him ; yet 
withal we have ſufficient ground to hope, . that if we 
Repent and tutn from;our eyil ways, frgurty ſhall not be our 
ine, Fzek.38. 30, This weareallured of, both from 


the Promiſes that God. hath made to Returning ſingers, 
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and from the Examples of his Mercy in pardoning peni- 
tent perſons and Nations. As for Promiſes, 'tis ſuffici- 
ent to inſtance in that of Fer, 18. 7, $8. At what inſtant [ 


ſhall peak concerning a Nat ion, and concerning 4 Kingdom 


to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it i If that 
Nation againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from their 
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 
And as for Examples of Gods pity in forgiving ſuch as 
have repented, and his forbearing to inflit the venge- 
ance he had denounced, that in Fonah 3. will ſuffice. 
God had there denounced a ſentence of deſtruction againſt 
Ninzeveh, and prefixt the time of its Execution : Ter forty 
days and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown. When the Inha- 
bitants of that City upon this. meſſage faſted, cried 
mightily unto God, and decreed that every one ſhould 
turn from his evil way and the violence of his hands: 
Weare told, weyſ. 10, that God ſaw their works that the 

turned from their evil way, and God vepented: of the evil 
that he had ſaidthat he would do unto them, and he -did it 
a0t, Weknow that Gods hand is not ſhortened that it 
cannot ſave, nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear: He is 
both able and willing to do us good, did-not our 4viqus- 
ties ſeparate between mw and oar God; 4nd our fins cauſe hins 
#0 hide his face from us that he will not hear, when we pray 
for mercies. But withal weare affured in ſuch a caſe, 
that if we humble our ſelves and pray, and ſeek his face, 
and (together with that-) tr from our-wicked ways, that 
God will hear from Heavey, \ana will forgive our fins, and 
will heal our Land, 2 Chron. 7. 14, What therefore 
ſhould each of us do, inorder to the ſecuring of this Na- 
tion and the continuance of thoſe bleflings we enjoy, but 
ſearch our hearts and #ry our ways, andturn unto the Lord 
our God? If we would have God to'preſerve the life of 


our gracious Sovereign, to give him a wiſe and under- 
B 2 ſtanding 
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ſtanding heart, to direR and bleſs publick Councils, and 
hereby ſecure our lives, our liberties, our peace, our 
Religion, and other bleſſings which God hath hitherto 
vouchſafed ; it is our intereſt to do what God requires, 
Iſatah 1. 16.V aſh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of 
y0ur doings [rom before mine eyes, ceaſe toao evil, learn to 
do well, (eek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed----- It follows, 


verl. 18: Though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall.be as white 


« {now ; though they be red hike crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool, If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall cat the good of 
z4e land: But if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be aevoured 
with the ſword : for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
As this which Fam perſwading you to, hath an imme- 
diate influ: nce on the Nations, welfare, ſo it hath upon 
each particular perfohs eternal felicity. Let. every.one 
theretore forſake his evil ways: :Ler himthat flole,  fleal 
#0 more; let him that hath-wallowed in uncleanneſs, 
leara.how to poſleſs the veſſe/ of his body. i#.ſant#ification 
and hondur, and-n0t.in the luſt of congupiſtence, as the Gen- 
tiles that know not God, _ Let him that hath. followed 
ftrong drink and hath: been-mighty to drink wine, take beed 
leſt at any time: his heart. be oyerchargea. with ſurfeiting 
&nd drunkenneſs, Let iuch,..whehave vented Oaths and 
curſes, far which the. Lend-mayrns, and by. which the 
name-of God is {o highly. diſkonoured, beware. leſt a»y 
ſuch corrapt communication proceed out of their mouths, Let 
ſuch, , who have ſcoffed at God and his providence, who 
have derided-the Holy Scriptures and whatever is Sacred, 
now live as inthe preſence. of his infinite Majeſty, and 
manifeſt for the future as great. a Zeal.in vindicating:the 
glory of God,, as ever they expreſſed their folly and mad- 


. neſs1n oppoling, it..,..1 am. ſenſible, what entertainment 


ſuch a diſcousſe. as this- 13, -will' probably meet with 
among thele laſk named,. that hate. aoy thing that is ſeri; 
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ous; -and ſcorn the moſt Sacred truths, though corſe- 
nant to the beſt improved Reaſon, and backed with the 
higheſt authority. And ſeeing fuch men endeavour to 
baffle their own Reaſons, and conſequently will not be 
reſtrained by principles of Conſcience; it is fit they 
ſhould be reſtrained by Laws, and thoſe to.be new-made ; 
ſeeing former Ages never ſuppoſed ſuch offences, and 
thence never enacted any. puniſhment to be inflited»on 
ſuch offenders. But I proceed to others-who are more 
likely to attend.. Let me intreat you as you deſire Eng- 
lands proſperity, and therein the welfare of your inti- 
mate acquaintance and friends, the happineſs of your 
children and poſterity both now and when you are dead 
and gone, nay, as you defire your own fclicity in this 
world, as wellasin another ; take care to deny ungoali- 
neſs and worldly. lufts,, and to live ſobexly, righteouſly and 
goaly in this preſent world : dilcharge the Duties you owe 
to God and man. Negle&-not the publick. worſhip of 
Almighty God, but be conſtant in joyning with others 
in ſolemn Prayers and Praiſes,. andin attendance -on the 
word of God as the means- of. ſalvation, as alſo in celer 
brating the infinite love of. Chriſt, and partaking of the 
benefits of his paſſion. in the Lords Sapper. | Leſt. Gdd 
injuſtice deny tous the prjviledges we now: enjoy; and 
ſuffer ſuch to prevail; : who ule en unintelligible way of 
worſhip, having, their. prayers ia an unknown torigue, 
and a corrupt ſuperſtitious way of Worſhip ( not-to ſay 
any worle of ix ) in robbigg the people, of, one part of the 
Lords Supper, . and in robbing Chriſt -of -hisi mediatory -. 
office. by ſubſtituting other Mediators-in his room. Could 
I hope that my words would.have any influence on the 
people of this Land, I would. intreat all ſorts of mento 
live. worthy. of the vocation wherewith they are called, and 
toliveanlwerable to, the particular.calling and-ſtation 
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wherein God hath ſet them. I would beg'of the Magt- 
ſtrates that they would diſcountenance fin, that they 
would incourage Virtue and Holineſs. - Where fin is 
punithed and offenders reſtrained, the community ceaſes 
to be involved in guilt. Phinehas executed Fudgment 
andthe Plague was ſtayed, Where Laws are wanting, or 
not ſ{tri& enough ( as 1n the caſe of Fornication and Adul- 


-tery ).let new ones be enacted. I would intreat the 


Clergy thatthey would both by their lives and doqrine 


ſerforth Gods word ; and that they would bewars left 


by their looſe lives they bring ſcorn on Gods worſhip 
they are J{iniſters of; caule thoſe great truths to be 
{];ghted which they preach, when they oppoſe them by 


. their practice ; and laſtly, cauſe that Church to be evil 

' ſpokenof, of which they are members and Paſtors, Bur 

' I'muſt not _ any further in ſuch requeſts, when 
c 


my diſcourle is chiefly addreſſed to private Chriſtians. 
Such would I intreat both in their own perſons to walk 


 circumſpettly, and in reference to others, 'to endeavour ta 
reduce ſuch as walk in fin, and to train up ſuch as are 
. committed to their: care in the fear of: God and in the 


paths of Righteouſneſs: that they would teach their 


. children, what Religion that is, and what the principles 


and precepts thereof are, to which they were devoted 
in Baptiſm; and withal what obligations they have to 
walk therein : that they would reftrain what vices they 
ſee in their chuldren, and both dire& and incourage them 
in the praQtice of Piety. This would tend to make the 
preſent and future generations happy. But I ſhall con- 
cludethis with the words of Samuel, -1 Sam. 12.20. to 
the laſt Verſe, Fear not; ( ye have done all this wicked- 


'#eſſ: ) yet turn not aſide from following the Lord, but ſerve 


the Lord with all your- heart. And turn # not afide ; for 
then ſhould ye go after y14in things, which cannot = nor 
liver-_ 


ay 
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deliver * for they are vain. For the Lordwill not forſake 
his people for his great names ſake, ( Verſe 24,25.) Only 
fear the Lord, and ſerve hins in truth with all your heart : 
for conſider how great things he hath done for you, But if ye © 
ſhall lull do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed both ye and your 
Kizg. | 


As our Sinsare juft grounds of our Fears, ſo likewiſe 
are our Diviſions and breaches : which I handle diſtin&- 
ly, not as if they were not ſi»s, but becaule on man 
reaſons they have a particular unhappy aſpe& on theſe 
Kingdoms. And conſequently, 

IL. 4njon, Peace and Love are a chief means of avert- 
ing the miſeries we fear,and ſecuring the bleſſings which 
we now enjoy. I ſhall endeavour to make this appear - 
by conſidering what influence our Diviſions and Animoſt- 
ties have upon our milſeries, and. what reaſons we have © 
from hence to fear, leſt our , Zeſuitica/ Enemies ſhould 
prevail againſt us... And that (1. ) as they provoke Gods 
diſpleaſure againſt mw : ( 2. ) and as they afford.our Enemies 
ſo great advantages to hurt and deftroy us. 

I, OurDiyilions may juſtly provoke the God of love 
and the Prince of peace to be diſpleaſed at us ;. in that + 
we find him fo irequently and earneſtly preſſing us to : 
ſeck peace andenſueit; and as much as in us lieth, to live 
peaceably with all men, Rom. 12. 18, In that he repre- : 
ſents that wiſdom that is from above, as firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle and eaſje tobe. intreateg-—--- without ' par» 
tiality, Fam. 3.17, | Whenlikewiſe we find in his word, 
that love, joy ( or rejoycing in others good ) peace, long- 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, gooanef, ay Ha of the Spirit, Gal. 
5. 22, ; Whereas on the other ſide, : Hatred, variance, - 
emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſedittons, hereſies, envyings 
are. called the works of the fleſh, Verle 20, 21, _ 

withal - 
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w.ithal we'find Loving one another made a Character of ' 
Chrilts dilciples, Fo-n 13. 35. and thole 1hat ſeparate 
therhſelves arejoyned with fuch as are ſenſual, and that 
have not the Spirtt, Jude1tg. Now can we imagine thar 
God thould act wirh that kindneſs which he ſhews'to-his 
obedient Servants, towards thoſe who ditobey his {tri 
command of keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace ? "Or vouchtfate thoſe favours, which belong to Ins 
people; toſuch as walk contrary to the Spirit of Chriſti- 
anity? Strife, Contention and Diviſions proceed from the 
Devil, who hath his names in the ſacred langurges of 
Satan and Diabelus, ftrom' his Enmity to mankind,” and 
his falfe accaſing of Gods people: And ifit be toofeytre 
to make Hel/the riſe of the(e” things, yet to'be ſure they 
proceed from the worſt thing on Earth,” viz. mens Luſts, 
Fam.4.1. Now can we ſuppoſe that God will own'thoſe 
for his people: or have regard unto their prayers, who do 
the works of the Devil, and indulge themſelves 1n the 
works of the fleſh ?* Have we ground to hope that God will 
hear us, when we prefent our {applications for our King 
and thoſe that are in authority under him, that we may lead 
quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineff and honeſty ; when 
we do not 7ift ap pure hands to God without wrath and ae- 
bates ?-'1 Tim.2\ 8. No, we are ſo far from having rea- 
ſon to expe Gods favour, that we have juſt ground to 
fear tharGod will deliver us up to ſuffer in the ſame cauſe 
under rhe ſame Enemies, that then at leaſt we may learn 
. folay aſide our animoſities : As it happened in the diffe- 
: rences betwixt thoſe two eminent Biſhops and fellow- 
ſufferers in Queen Maries days, Ridley and Hooper. 

2. Our Diviſions afford our Enemies great advanta- 
ges.againſt us. It isan ordinary, but yet withal atrue 
obſervation, that civil diſcords have done more to ruine 
Nations than foreign. invaſions: However, ——_—_ 

ICNCEe 
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hence Enemies have been incouraged to invade ſuch as 
are before weakned and prepared for ſlavery ; ſuch who 
are ſo heated againſt each other, that they will not unite 
though for their common ſafety. This is particular 

obſerved by Tacitwe agrave Hiſtorian ( in vita F. Heric. 5 
how the ancient inhabitants of this Nation became ſub- 
jected tothe Romans. Non aliud adverſus validiſſimas gen- 
fes pro nobis utilim, quam quod in commune nox conſulunt. 
Nothing more helped the Romans to overthrow the waliant 
Britains, than their not agreeing among themſelves for the 
common intereſt, 1 wiſh ſome of our Brethren, who pre- 
tend to be the greateſt Enemies of the Roman Religion, 
and decry all they diſlike in the Polity of our Church as 
Popiſh, would ſeriouſly conſider what the conſequence 
of their Zeal is like to be, while carried forth in oppo- 
ſing them, who are equally concerned with themſelves 
to oppoſe that common Enemy. Nay, Iwith all forts of 
men among us, who hate the corruptions and uſurpati- 
ons of Rowe, would conſider this; fo as to abate their 
heats towards each other, to ſtudy thoſe,things which 
make for peace and union, and heartily endeavour ( ſo 
far as lies in their power ) the healing of our breaches : 
leſt we become ſurprized amidſt our diviſions, and Br#- 
#4ny ( which God preveat ) be once again brought under 
the Rowziſh yoke. Ir hath been long thought, and 1s now 
more manifeſt, that the hand of the Jeſ«:te 1s in all our 
diviſions : They ſend their Emiſlaries to perſonate fome- 
times one party, ſometimes another, hereby to increaſe 
our flames, to heighten our diftraGtions, and to weaken 
the Proteſtant intereſt, that hence they may the more 
ealily prevail againſt us. The diſcovery of the late horrid 
Plt hath brought to light their devices of this kind 
how the Jeſuits have intereſted themſelves in our feuds, 
and as Preachers among diſſenters have animated them 


againſt 


— 
—  ————— 
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againſt the eſtabliſhed government : and they knew if 
they could effe& this, we ſhould with greater eaſe be- 
come 4 Prey to their teeth. Further, it is well known 
how they make uſe of our Diviſions to perſwade perſons 
to their communion, where (if they may be behieved ) 
is nothing but union and concord ; and not only fo, but 
the readieſt means toend all controverlies by the I»fallible 
authority of their Church. Now though the Vanity of 
this Pretence hath been ſufficiently deteed by ſuch, 
who have ſhewn what diviſions are among them, and 
that the remedy they ſo much boaſt of, viz. the Popes 
authority, bath been (o far from healingor allaying their 
heats, that uſually, when i hath been interpoſed, it 
hath inflamed and exaſperated them : Yet thele things 
many are ignorant of, and therefore our difſſenſions are 
made uſe ot by the Popiſþ fattors to ſeduce poor ignorant 
perſons into their deluſions. Certainly therefore it con- 
cerns us todoall we can to deprive them of this advan- 
tage againſt us, if not by being all of one opinion, 
( which is impoflible ) yet by taking care not to be of aif- 
ferent fattions and parties. 

The 4theift likewiſe from hence ſeeks a pretence for his 
folly : becaule he ſees ſuch variety of parties in Religion, 
therefore he will be of none: which arguing is as fooliſh 
aSit would be in any to ſay there isno true coin, becauſe 
there is ſo much that is counterfeit, and therefore he will - 
take no mony. However, it is our concernment and 
duty not wilfully to afford any matter of derifion to theſe 
ſcoffing Iſhmaels, who when they cannot diſpute, will 
endeavour to laugh men out of their Religion ; and think 
togotbat by 4/:pbemoue drollery, which they are unable 
todo by force of argument. Though we cannot ſtop 
theſe mens mouths, or hinder their irreligious laughter ; 


yct let us endeavour by our Union to bereave them of 
one of their pretences, 
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I wiſh I could as eaſily cure our breaches, as I can 
weepover them ; or find out means for our Union, as I 
can affectionately deſire it; or perſwade perſons to the 
ule of ſuch means, as I can preſcribe them. I know that 
as the whole Kingdom would ſhare in the Benefits of 
{uch a happy cloſure, ſo moſt men might be inſtrumental] 
one way or other to procure or promote it. I know 
withal, that as our Governours both in Church and 
State move inan higher orb, ſo they may have a more 
eſpecial influence in healing our breaches. But yet Iam 
ſenſible, that it becomes not a private perſon, in ſuch a 
publick way as this, to addreſs himſelf to them that are 
1n authority, and thence have the ſtampof Divinity up- 
on them: Neither can I ſuppoſe that they will caſt their 
Eyes on this Diſcourſe. I hall therefore only Pray for 
them ; that God would inſpire them with true wiſdom, 
that they may in the firſt place mind the concerns of Re- 
ligion, the honour of God, and the happinels of the 
Church ; upon which the welfare of the Kingdom 
chiefly depends : and that from hence ( as an excellent 
means to promote thele ends) they may ſtudy he things 
that make for peace and Union : That as Nurſing Fathers, 
they would (o far comply with the infirmities of their 
weak children, as may tend to the goodof the commu- . 
nity, ſoas in the mean while the government be not un- 


. hinged, nor their authority diminiſhed or weakened : 
'that God would make them value Peace and Union 


among Chriſtians, as a Jewel worthy to be purchaſed 

with laying aſide many things that are of their own na- 
ture indifferent, ſuppoſing no conſiderable damage or 
inconvenience attend fuch an alteration: In a word, that 
God would ſo dire& them in the management of the go- 
vernment, that under them we may /cad quiet and peace- 
able lives in all godlinefi and honeſty, in all concord and 
amity. C4 Leaving 


— 
— 


— 
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Leaving therefore my Superiors, I addreſs my ſelf to 
thoſe in whoſe power it very much conſiſts to put an end 
to our unhappy diviſions; and thoſe are my Brethren of 
' the Separation ( for I muſt eſteem them Brethren what- 
ever their thoughts are of me or carriage towards me. ) 
Theſe I would humbly beg to obey that Goſpel-conr 
mand, Eph, 4. 3. to endeavour to keep the unity of the Sp+ 
rit in the bond of peace, And that in Row. 14. 19. that 
they would follow after the things which make for peace. 
And here let me requeſt of you, who have forſaken your 
legally conſtituted Paſtors, who have withdrawn your 
ſelves from our publick Aſſemblies, to do theſe two or 
three following things, which as they are in themſelves 


- * reaſonable, ſo they are things that make for peace: I 


mean chiefly the peace of the Charch of God, but toge- 
. ther herewith the peace of your own Conſciences. 

I, Impartially examine the truth, lawtulneſ(s and rea- 
ſonablene(s of thoſe things which you rejeR, and for the 
fake of which you have left, or are about to leave our 
Aſſemblies. Condemn not any thing uſed by us in Gods 
Worſhip, before it hath had a legal trial at the Bar of 
your own Reaſon, and there be found contrary to the 
Laws of our Heavenly King, It you will reje any thing, 
without tryiog whether it be lawful, though it be com- 
manded by the Law of the Land; or embrace any do- 
&rines, which have not been before heard of, before 
' you have examined the truth thereof; you are no way 
ſecure from giving heed to the grofleſt deluſions, and in 
a ready way to be Papiſls, nakers, or what not ? For 
to act thus, . is to put out your own Eyes, or however to 
ithut them; and then to chule your way #lizdfold : which 
 Whoeverdoth, we wonder not if he mils the right way, 
or runs upon that which is exceeding hazardous. Conſt: 
der that what is performed 18 our Aſſemblies are the in- 

| junctions 
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jun&iohs of thoſe higher powers, to whom God requires 
us to be ſ«bjeff, and that for Conſcience ſake, Rom, 13.1,5, 
Neither are we to difobey them, or to. refule to do what 
they require, but when their commands oppoſe the 
Lawsof God. Conſequently we ſhould examine the in- 
junctions of our Superiors, and not dare to. reje&t them, 
before we find that they are contrary tothe Law of God. 
For otherwiſe we may oppole Gods will, while we ſeem 
zealous for it; and tranſgreſs the Command of God 
which requires obedience to the higher powers, while 
we refuſe to obey their Laws which we never found to 
be any tranſgreflion of the Law of God. In this your 
,Trial, make Gods will your Rule. Be not led by the 
Examples of others, nor induced to think any thing law- 
ful or unlawful, true or falſe, merely becauſe ſuch 
whom you eſteem pious and Religious are of that mind. 
For beſides, that the beſt of mere men are 1mperte and 


'Fallible in this life ; the giving heed to any doctrine or 


practice, becauſe men that make great pretences of piety 
are of that mind, is the way to expole you to the worſt of 
Errors, We know that the Devz/, and his inſtruments 
too, appear as Angels of light ; many Popiſh Monks are 
men of ſtrict lives; ſome Quakers are perſons of great 
uprightneſs in their dealings ; and indeed what Hereticks 
have thew'd themſelves in the world, but they have at 
firſt appeared i» the guiſe of extraordinary Sandtity ? So 
that if we ſhould always give heed to, and follow the 
waySof every one that appears in the world under more. 
than ordinary ſhews of Godlineſs, we ſhould never be 
fixed on any (ure foundation 3 but muſt be always wa- 
vering, always changing. And indeed many initances 
might be given of perions, who upon ſuch {lender Rea- 
fons have withdrawn themſelves from their Par:#- 
Churches, and from thence have fallen from one Error to 

another, 
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another, till at length they have fallen into groſs deluf- 
ons, and ſome into Arheiſm. In this Trial, make ule of 
thoſe helps which God in his providence affords you : I 
mean the aſſiſtance of able peaceable Divines and of their 
Writings. I know if I ſhould dire& you to the Friendly 
Debate or Dr. Combers explications of our publick Pray- 
ers, Or any other Treatiſes of this nature which are writ- 
ten by Conformiſts, you will with diſdain reject my ad- 
vice. Ifhalltherefore only deſire you to read the wri- 
tings of ſome learned Non-conformiſts : vis. thoſe of 
Mr. Fohx Ball againſt, Separation, and others written 
long ſince ; and eſpecially Mr. Baxters Cure of Church- 
aiviſions, and Mr. Tombes his Theoaulia, which have been 
publiſhed of late. 

2. If upon impartial trial you cannot ſatisfie your 
ſelves, ſofar as tocomply with every thing that the Ma- 
giltrate enjoyns ; yet however ſeriouſly conſider whe- 
ther you have ground enough from thence to forſake the 
Communion of the Church of England, and to withdraw 
your ſelves from our Aſſemblies. To this end conſider 
in whatthings we and you agree, as well as in what 
things we dilagree : p——_ whether there be not 

a. full agreement in all the Efſentials and Subſtantials of 
Chriſtian Religion, We both own the ſame Lord Feſus 
Chriſt : weagree in the ſame Faith, and that not only in 
the main fundamentals, but allo in leſſer matters, there 
being few ( if any.) Non-conformiſts, who do not ap- 
prove the doQrinal part of the Thirty Nine Articles of 
the Charch of England, We both hope to obtain the 
{ame Heaven, and both toobtain it the ſame way, vix. 
by Faith in Chriſt manifeſted in an holy converſation. 
Nay further, we both agree in the main parts of Gods 
Worſhip: And that both in reference to the obje& of our 
Worſhip, and manzer of it, We and you _ the 
ame 
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ſame God, and him alone : We pray not to Saznts or 4z- 
gels; Wepay no 4doration to the conſecrated Bread in 
the. Lords upper : We bow not down to Images. We 
worſhip God 1n the inward ads of our Souls, our Faith 
in God, our reliance and dependence on him, our Love 
to him,. our Senſe of his infinite goodnels, and the like 
gracesand affections; and by expreſſing theſe in ſuch 
outward as, which God hath ordained, and you and 
we own them as his I»{:itations, ſuch as Prayer, Thankſ- 
giving, hearing the Word, and the two Sacraments, Bap- 
tiſm and the Lords Supper. Where 1s the difference in all 
this betwixt you and us ? It. muſt be therefore in ſome- 
thing that is circumfantial: And is this a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon toleparate fromus ? Itis evident that God hath not 
obliged us to this or that Gefture in his Worſhip, ſuppoſe 
it be but reverent ; that he hath not determined circum- 
ſtances this way or that, but hath left them to humane 
prudence, I will clear this by one inſtance. As we 
both acknowledge Prayer to be-one _— part of Gods 
Worſhip ; ſo we hold, that the chiet things we are to 
requeſt of God, are Pardon, Sandtification, affiftance 
againſt temptation, andthe like: We both own, that 
eur petitions are to be put up in and through the ſame 
Mediator Jefws Chriſt : We both hold, that it is the fer- 
vent deſire of our hearts, and the repreſentation thereof 
to God, that makes our prayers to be indeed ſuch; And 
that the holy Spirit works in our Souls a ſenſe of our - 
wants and an earneſt deſire that they may be ſupplied. 
This is all that concerns the effence of Prayer, and here- 
10 weare agreed; But 1n reference to the geſture, ( ſup- 
poſing it be ſuch as becomes duſt and aſhes when they 
addreſs themſelves betore the great King of Kings ) God 
hath not determined whether it ſhould be kneeling, 
ftanding, or lying proftrate on our faces; and therefore 

any 
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| any of theſe may be uled: In reference to Time, whether 
it thould be this or that hour for publick prayer z and 
therefore that time ſhould be imployed therein, which 
humane prudence determines as molt convenient. And 
the ſame is true in reference to words ix Prayer : For God 
hath not determined whether our deſires ſhould be repre- 
ſented in words premeditated, or in words immediately 
conceived : Neither of theſe are of the eſſence of Prayer, 
neither of them particularly commanded of God, fo as to 
exclude the other :. both have been uſed by Saints inthe 
Holy Scriptures, and both approved by God. There- 
fore when any ask, Where God hath required forms of 
Prayer in Scripture ? 1 would ask theſe perſons, Where 
God hath required extemporary Prayers? And when they 
demand, where our Common prayers are to be found in 
Gods Word ; I would enquire, where they find there- 
in thoſe particular Prayers which they and their Mini- 
ſters have poured out to God ? By a ſerious conſideration 
of all this, you may eaſily underſtand how great our 
agreement 1s, and conſequently that thoſe things muſt 
needs be (mall wherein we diſagree ; And will you on 
account of ſuch things ſeparate from us? If any pretend 
there are corruptions in our Church, I would deſire ſuch 
to conſider the ftate of the Churches in the time of Chrifts 
Apoſtles, and ſee if they do not find as great in the 
Churches of Corinth and Galatia; of Epheſus, Pergamuw., 
Thyatira, ( Rev.2.) and of Sardis and Laodicea, ( Rev. 
3. ) asthey doamong us: And withal conſider whether 
1t wonld not have been a fin to ſeparate from thoſe 
"Churches. See this handled by Mr. Baxter in his Care 
of Church-aiviſions, Chap. 5. I cannot think of any 
thing"that may be a juſt plea for Separation but this, 
That ſomething that is ſinful is required as 4 condition of our 
Communiev.. The chief thing that is inſtanced in, is 
this, 
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this, that they muſt worſhip God by « Form of Prayer. 
To make this plea good, they muſt ſhew that forms of 
Prayer arefirful ; and toprove that it is a tranſpreſſion 
of a Law, and inſtance in the particular Law that is 
hereby violated. But the caſe is ſo far from this, that 
we have Forms of Prayer mentioned in Holy Scripture, 
uled by good men, and that as an expreſſion of their Pie- 
ty ; nay, 1a feveral caſes preſcribed by God himſelf, or 
his extraordinary Miniſters, as that Num. 10. 35, 36. Da- 
vid and other Pſa/miſls penned Forms of Prayer and 
Praile to be uſed by the Church of God in his Service. 
Neither was there on thing typical in this thing, nor 
any thing that had reſpe& to that /ega/ Oecoromy, And 
indeed if Forms of Prayer were unlawful, then ( which 
it would be blaſphemy to utter ) our Saviour ſinned, 
when he bid his diſciples when they prayed to ſay, Our Fa- 
ther, &*c, Luke 11.2, And when he himſelf prayed 
uſing the = words, Matth.26. 44. And now Inced 
not add that the whole Church of God in all Ages and 
places from the Apoſtles time, or however the next 
Apes after them, have uſed Forms and Liturgies, till 
ſome few of late among our ſelves have condemned them. 
How Proteſtant Churches beyond the Seas ufe them, is 
too well known to be here infiſted on. About this 
therefore I would only intreat you to conſider (1.) whe- 
ther any Chriſtian, when he begs Gods bleſſing on his 
meat, in the ſame words he hath nſed formerly ; or ren- 
ders thanks to God after his meals, in that form, or thoſe 
expreſſions, he hath aforetime uſed ; is he for this guil- 
ty of ſinning againſt God ? This muſt follow ifthe ule of 
Forms of Prayer be ſinful. (2.) If our Noen-conforming 
Brethren uſe the fame expreſſions, or the ſame method ; 
doth this involve them in guilt? (3.) Conſider, if Forms 
be unlawful, it is impoſſible that Chriſtians ſhould joyn 
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together in the ſame publick Prayers to God, in that 
whatever Prayer is-uttered, though it be extempore in 
referenceto him that.ſpeaks it, yet it is a Form to them 
that joyn with him therein, they being ticd up to his 
words. 

It will not be enough for any to make this a plea for 
their Separation, that it is required of Miniſters to uſe the 
Surplice and the Croſs after Baptiſm, ſuppoling they are 
not ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs of them ; much leſs thoſe 
Declirations and Subſcriptions which are required of Ms- 
niſters, For though theſe are required 1a order. to the 
Exerciſing of their Miniſtry, yet are they not required as 
Conditions of communion with 1s, Hence our Non-con- 
forming Brethren may acquit themſelves to-God and 
their own Conſciences, if upon ſincere endeavours uſed 
they cannot ſatishe their judgments to do thoſe things, 
and therefore lay aſide the exerciſe of their Miniſtry. 
Nay further, this is enough to cauſe. us to judge and a& 
charitably towards them, while we find them in other 
things conſcientiouſly ſubmitting to authority: I will 
furtheradd, that when we find many ſuch, this ſhould 
cauſe us to delire ( if it may ſeem good toour Superiours) 
that ſome means might be. contrived for the admittance 
of ſuch to the Exerciſe, of their Miniſterial Function. 
Yet on the other ſide, when thoſe Subſcriptions, &c. 
are not required of them as conditions of Communion 
with us; this cannot juſtihe them, or any other-private 
Chriſtzans, in. their ſeparating .from- our. Aﬀemblies ; 


much leſs in. their ſetting _up congregations in oppoſition to - 


ors, It our Brethrens Conſciences will not permitthem 
to Subſcribe, &c. doth their Conſciences forbid them 
to joyn. in our Prayers, however. to attend. on the 
Preaching of our Miniſters, in order to which no ſuch 
condition 1s requared of them ? 

| Having 
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Having alittle gone beyond my firſt intentions, ( v/z, 
to ſpeak only to private Chriſtians) I will take leave 
briefly to anſwer one ObjeRion that 1s made in behalf of 
our Non-conforming Brethren. If we ſhould do thus, 
we mult hide our Talents in a Napkin, live unſuitably to 
that office we are called to, be unprofitable and unſer- 
viceable in our Generation. In anſwer to this, I will 
not repeat what Non-conformiſts have in this caſe an- 
{wered when urged by the Browniſfts, eſpecially that 
publiſhed by Mr. Rathbara, and recited in the Second 
Part of the Friendly Debate, pag. 183. That the Biſhops 
att is the aft of the Church, that it lies in them to depoſe that 
nay ordain, &c, But this Iay, firſt, that as many have, 
ſo more might, improve their abilities to the advantage 
of Gods Church by their uſeful writings; others might 
be highly beneficial, ifin their private converſe they in- 
ſtruced the ignorant, reſolved the doubts of them that 
are under {cruples of Conſcience, and the like pious of- 
fices which they are not forbidden by the Law. (2z.) I 
add, ſuppoſing our Superiours permit it, they might 
preach publickly in ſome parts of this Kingdom which 
are ill-provided with Miniſters ( as I have heard of a 
worthy perſon who thus imploys himſelf in Wales) and 
not in ru places, that are well furniſhed with Preach- 
ers. Astheir preaching in ſuch places might be beneſfi- 
cial, fo their undertaking would be approved by moſt, 
connived at by all. (3.) If they preach in other places, 
is there any neceſſity in order to the imploying their 
gills, that they preach at thoſe times when our publick 
ſſemblies are held for Gods worſhip ; or are they hence 
conſtrained to ſet up Congregations in oppoſition to 
ours ? If God require of them to preach the Goſpel, doth 
he alſo require-of them that they ſhould by their practice 


oppiſe and defie the Congregations of Gods people that are 
| D z legally 


26 eA Perſwafive to 

legally eſtabliſhed? Laſtly, cannot they uſe their Tafene 
of preaching without adminiſtring the Sacraments in 
anothers charge, and without withdrawing members 
from the flocks of others ? I am ſure the old Non-confor- 
waiſts abhorred thele praQtices, and condemned them in 
the Browniſts: And we know who were offendcd at fuch 
things in later days when they were Miniſters of Paro- 
chial Charches, I with they would conſider, whether 
thoſe Arguments, they then uſed againſt others, be not 
now of like force againſt themſelves. 

But leaving this digreſſion, I return to the Pleas 
which people make for their Separation. And here L 
again ſay, that when there are no Declarations or Sab- 
ſcriptions required of private Chriſtians as conditions of 
their Communion, thele things are unjultly urged as. Rea- 
ſons of their Separation. Asallo the pretence of the Sur- 

- plice, when that.is not to be. wora by you, nor the Crof 
after Baptiſm to. be uſed by you; how can-thele then be 
grounds for you to forſake us? As for Kxeeling' at the 
Lords Supper 3 I know indeed this is required as a-geſture: 
in that Ordinance, but certainly unjuſtly excepted 
againſt, For what Law of God forbids this, or requires. 
any other geſture? If Chriſts example obliges us, it 
equally obliges us to celebrate the Ordinance after Sup- 
per, in an upper room, and cloathed with. a ſeamleſs Coat. 
If we are obliged by Chrifts Example, then we are ticd 
to the particular.geſture which Chritt uſed, and that was. 
the Tricliniary geſture, lying ona bed, &:c. Asfor thoſe 
that.except againſt.this Geſture, as-if. herein we compli- 
ed with the F apifs in.adoring the Hoſt ; theſe perſons, if 
learned, ſpeak againlt. their own:knowledge ;. in that 
the adoration the Papilſts pay to.the. Euchariſt, is their 
falling down when the Prieſt lifts up the Hoſt in the. 
Conſecration of it : when withal the Church of England. 

| profiles. 
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profeſſes ( in the Rubrick at the end of the Communion 
Service) ” that this is only meant for an humble and grate- 
” ful acknowledgment of the Benefits of Chriſt ------ And de- 
» clares that thereby no adoy ation is intended, or ought to be 
” done, either unto the Sacramental Eread and Wine there 
&« bodily received, or unto any corporal preſence of Chriſts na- 
© tyral Fleſh 4nd Bloud, ----- (that were Idolstry to be abhor- 
« ped of all faithful Chriftians,) Read the reit. 

I will only ſpeak to one thing more, which is- the 
chief ground why many well-meaning perſons deſert us; 
We can profit more by hearing Nox-conformiſts- than 
others, and therefore why ſhould we not forſake our Pa- 
riſh-miaiſters to hear them? . 

I anſwer, (1.) were this generally true that hereby 
men are better Chriſtians than they. were before, we- 
have reaſon to rejoyce ; in- that more henour redounds: 
to God,. and good to their own Souls: Are men hereby: 
more acquainted with the PerfeQions off God, fo as to- 
live in the ſenſe of his All-ſeeing Eye, his governing the: 
world, his ſupplying. us with — ſo as contin: 
ally to fear and love him, daily 'to. offer 'up their Pray-* 
ers and Praiſes to him, and more frequent in communi-: 
cating of the Body and Bloud of Chriſt inthe Lords Sup-: 
per ? Are they hereby:more dutiful Children; foyat* 
Subjecs,. obedient tothem thatthavxe therule over ther; 
and watch for-their Souls, more-faithfut Servants, more * 
loving Neighbours, and as Parents, more careful to» 
educate theirchildrenin the nurture of the Lord ?' Are 
they more juſt. in their dealings, more charirable ahd* 
loving. in. their demeanour, more humble and conde-* 
ſcending. to their fellow-brethren, leſs cenſorious-thati-- 
formerly, leſs prying and intermedling with the affairs + 
of others, and in a word, doing whe ia to others as 
they.delire others ſhould do to, them ? Laſtly, gre they 

hereby. 
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hereby more heedful /eff their hearts ſhould be overcharged 
with ſurfeiting, drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life 5, are 
they better able to command and regulate their paſſions 
and- aftcctions ; lets folicitous for the rhings of this 
world, and more ardeatly breathing after Heaven? I 
| lay if theſe, and the like Chriſtian qualifications are 
wrought in mens Souls by the labours of our Non-con- 
forming Brethren ; we ao therein rejoyce, yea and will re- 
Jayce., I with theſe effects were more generally wrought 
among their Hearers: and that inſtead thereot many did 
not make their Hearing them, and ſeparating from us, 
a Cloak for their ſins. (2.) Suppoſe theſe be generally 
the fruits of their labours; I with them: to conſider, 
whether the like would not be produced, if their Preach- 
ers kept their-meettngsat other times, than thoſe where- 
ia we aſlemble : and whether the Hearers be the better 
Chriſtians, for being hindred from joyning with us in 
our addreſſes, to. God, and attendance on his word. 
(3:) May-not the like _ effe&s be expected in the 
hearing of their own' Paſtors. that are Conformiſts ? If 
not, it muſt ariſe either from the inſufficiency of the 
means, or the denial of Gods: Bleſſing upon it. As: for 
the firſt, conſider. whether our -labours tend not to the 
fore{aid ends, and whether the-producing thoſe effects 'is 
not.the great thing. we: dnive at; and withal whether 
the greateſt part of Conformiſt Miniſters are not fitted 
and qualified for this work? And as for Gods bleſſing, 
it may in all reaſon beexpected from thoſe that attend on 
us ; becauſethey do not offend God by needieff ſeparation, 
by forſaking the lawful Aſſemblies, by withdrawing 
themſelves from the Churches of Chriſt, and by break- 
ing the bond of peace in oppoſing them. Gods bleffing 
is then chiefly to be expected by us, when we walk-in 
Gods: ways. (4.) Suppoſe the Non-conformiſt you 
car 
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hear may more warm and raiſe your affections, nay, ſup- 
poſe his Sermons better fitted to inform you; if theſe be+: 
netits may be obtained in a lower degree in our publick» 
Aſſemblies: Conſider whether you ought to leave us, 
when you give lo great advantages to the Common Ene- 
my, the Fopiſh Agents, to deltroy- both you and us: 
when you do {o much miſchief by your bad Example, 
indrawing others to {eparate, or incouraging them in. 
their Separation: and when from hence you incur fo. 
much danger by Scandalizing others, ( for that is Scan- 
dal, when wedraw others into ſin, or hinder them 1n 
the ways of God:? ) for a woe is pronounced by our 'Sa- 
viour againſt ſuch, ( Loke 17. 1, 2.) 4nd that #t were' 
better for him that a milſlone were hung about his neck, and 
he caft intothe Sea.. ( 5.) Confider whether your pra- 
Rice. be qonliſtent with; the Duties that Gad: requires: 
ſhould be. performed to your legal Paſtors, who labour. 
among you and. are over you in the; Lord: Thete you are. 
commanded to eſteem very highly in love for their works: 
ſake, 1 Theſſ, 5.12,13, Now, do» yow manifeſt any: 
eſteem or, love. towards them;., whule by withdrawiog) . 
your ſelves from hearing them-.you. diſcourage. them 1n: 
their labours.? (6.), Suppoling ſame; A C.. be .a mores 
cdifying Teacher, what neceffity is there. that you: 
thould hear him in ſuch a- conſtancy as to. reje& your Pa-: 
riſh-Miniſter ; or: from hence to forſake. our. publick:; 
Aﬀemblies, and to negle& the Sacraments: admuniſtred: 
inour Churches? Laſtly, ifthis bea ſufficient reaſon to: 
leave one Preacher aud follow another, becauſe he more: - 
aftects or pleaſes you, conſider. whether: this will not be: . 
aq inlet toall deluſions: If;you: leave your own Mint 
ſter, whom you cannot but owne preaches the Golpel of: 
Chriſt, to hear another; who 41a your eſteem preaches: - 


more feelingly; you: may. on the lame-reaſon. leave this: 
| new 
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rew preacher, to follow another and another, and never 
{top tiil you fall into groſs. Errors, to the dithonour of 
God, the diſturbance of the 'Church, and the perdition 
of your own Souls. As the reaſon of the thing it lelt 
evidences this, ſo do the Inſtances of many, who have 
run thusgiddily, fadly-evince the truth hereof. Take 
heed of being-in the number of thoke ſpoken of, 2 Tm. 
4. 3. who after their own luſls heap to themſelves teachers, 
having itching Ears, Suchare in danger of turning away 
their ears from the truth, and turning unto fables, 
Verſe 4. 

Having thus largely anſwered that objeQion, I again 
beſeech you, Brethen, in the bowels of love, as youde- 
ſire:the peace of your own Conſcience, the peace of the 
Church of God, and the R_ and peace of England, 
that you would ſeriouſly conlider what I have propound- 
ed. Itisour Duty to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace : This Duty is not practiſed by thoſe, who 
without any juſt grounds ſeparate themſelves from an 
true Church : There can be no juſt ground of Separat1- 
on from our Churches, ' unleſs you are put upon doing 
ſomething that is ſinful in order to enjoying Communion 
with us: Nothing can be ſinful, but what is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of ſome Law of: God. Now if any thing occur 
to your own thoughts, or be propounded by others, as 
a'violation of Gods Laws, which is required as a condi- 
tion of Communion with us ; be ſerious in the examina- 
tion hereof, before you forſake our Aſſemblies'upon the 
account of its unlawfulneſs. In this trial I beſeech you 
make Gods revealed will the Rule of -your Conſcience, 
and not the Example or Judgment of ſuch whom you 
eſteem for their Piety. Several perſons remember how 
many, - who before the late unhappy troubles in this Na- 
tion were: followers of the Non-confermilſts, though it 
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is probable on noother ground, but becauſe they appear- 
ed to manifeſt a greater Zeal for God than others ; how 
theſe ( I ſay) fell into monſtrous extravagancies aſter li- 
berty was given to men to vent their fancies. Some 
who were at firlt eager for the Presbyterian Government, 
immediately cloſed with the Independents, when they 
appeared and preached more movingly to their affeions, 
or from ſuch like ground : they in the mean while be- 
ing unacquainted with the ſtate of the controverſie, or 
the arguments uſed on each ſide. Hence it is no won- 
der they joyned with the Anabaptiſts, when they appear- 
ed with more affeQing expreſſions, or pretended new 
diſcoveries. Nay, afterwards there was not any new- 
fangled Sec, but theſe men were ready to become its 
Profelytes and Patrons; till at length ſome became 
Duakers, others Papiſts, and many of them had their 
Religion toſcek ; and others were of no Religion, eſpe- 
cially ſuch who had at any time run into the licentious 
madneſsof the Rarters, Whence proceeded this, but 
from zeal without knowledge ; hearkening to every 
body that broached ſomething new, and cloſing there- 
with without a ſerious trial? Now conſider what ſecu- 
rity any of you have from running into ſuch extremes, 
ſuppoſing the like circumſtances as formerly ; if you 
mae the judgments or Examples of others, whom you 
thiak pious and zealous for Religion, the Rule of your 
actings or opinions ? 

Further conlider, that where there is no neceſſity to 
ſeparate, and foto be of a Party; that this is ſo far from 
making you good Chriſtians, that ſo far as you are of a 
Party or Factiun you are defective in Chriſtianity. 
I Cor. 3.4. While one ſaith, Iam of Paul ; and another, 1 
am of Apollos ; are yos not carnal ? | 
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Let not any interpret my being larger in oppoſing D+- 
wiſion and Separation, than I was in ſpeaking againſt 
Wickedneſi and Profanexeſf, as it I had kinder thoughts for 
this than for the former: No, my thus doing proceeds 
only from my kinder thoughts to you, . my Brethren, 
who have already or are about to {eparate.ſrom us. .l 
have juſtly more grounds to hope that you will confider 
what I have written, than ſuch who are debauched and 
hardened in ſin. And therefore-I once more belfeech 
you, asS. Panl did the Epheſians, Eph. 4. 1. that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, . with all low- 
linefi and meeknefs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one anc- 
ther in love ; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
' #n the bond of peace, There ts. one Foady, and one Spirit, 
ever as.ye are-called in one hope of your calling ; One Lord, 
oe Faith, one —_—_— one God and Father of all, 1 The. 
4.11. We'beſeech you, Brethren, qi2orjue& 3a novyal ay, 
to be ambitious to be quiet ana peaceable, and to be as ear- 
neſt in promoting unity, as others are bulie in making 
diviſions and factions, This Chriſt and his _— often 
require as a Duty ; this they intreat Chriſtians to be 
careful about, , and back their intreaties with the moſt 
preſſing Arguments. Now if theſe will not move you 
1n point of Conſcience, nor the danger we areall in from 
a common Enemy ( which by this means chiefly may be 
prevented ) in point of intereſt, I cannot hope that what- 

ever ſhould urge further ſhould prevail with you. 
| My hope is only in God, who hath the hearts of all men 
in his hand, and can turn'them as the Rivers of waters. 
To this fountain of all mercies will .I make my humble 
requeſts, that he would be. pleaſed. graciouſly to incline 
dll our hearts to deſire and ſeek for peace; that he 
would ſweeten the Spirits of Chriſtians, that are embit- 
tered againſt each other; that he would remove thoſe 
prejudices 
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prejudices out of mens minds, which have cauſed our 
breaches, and continue to widen them ; that he would 
make men more careful to approve themſelves Chriſt's 
diſciples by obeying his commands, than to be the dif- 
Ciples and followers of men; Laſtly, that he would put 
a {top to our diviſions and diſtractions, and find out 
means to bring us in his good time to an happy Union : 
And I doubt not but all good Chriſtians will joya with 
me in this Prayer, | 


Raciows and heavenly Father, who art the God of Love 
and Peace, look with an eye of pity upon thy poor dt- 

ſtreſſed, diſtraited Church in this Kingdom ; allay our un- 

- chriſtian heats, heal our wounds, cloſe our lets pour 

znto all our hearts a Spirit of peace, nnion and brotherly love ; 

and grant that though we cannot all be of one mind and juag- 

ent in this ſtate of Error and Ignorance, yet we may be of 
one heart and affettion, ſo as to follow after thoſe things that 

make for peace, and avoid whatever hath a tendency to 
Breaches, Separation and Fattion. Grant that petition, 

which thy dear Son and our bleſſed Saviour requeſted for all 
which ſhould believe on him, to all Chriſtian profeſſors in this 
Nation ; that we all may be One, as thou Father art in 
him and he in thee ; that we may ſo joyu hands and hearts, 
45 with one mind and one mouth #9 glorifie thee, our hea- 

wvenly Father : That hereby thou mayeſt have the glory, this 

Nation the advantage, and each Chriſtian the comfort of 
this Union. Grant this, we beſeech thee, for thy Sons ſake, 
who # the Prince of Life and Peace ; to whom with thee and 
the Holy Spirit of Peace, be all praiſe, honour and glory now 

«nd for evermore, Amen, 
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